
 

 

Township of Breitung Agenda – Regular Board Meeting 
Township of Breitung Regular Board Meeting 08-18-2026 

Timothy Tomsich Community Center 6:00 PM 
 

• Call the meeting to order/Roll Call 
• Pledge of Allegiance 
• Acceptance of Agenda 
• Approval of Minutes 

➢ 07/21/2026 Regular Board Meeting 
 

• Approval of July 2026 Treasurer’s Report 
➢ Checks Written: 60346 - 60421  
➢ Total Disbursements: $113,341.89 
➢ Fund Balance: $983,611.64 
➢ Voided Checks: 60358 

 
• Correspondence  

▪ Board of Peace Officer Standards and Training: Compliance Review 
▪ MAT Newsletter: Breitung Township Feature 
▪ St. Louis County Public Works: Aggregate Crushing 
▪ Tim Tomsich: Thank you 

 
Reports: 
• Police – Attached  
• Fire & Rescue – Attached 
• Road and Bridge – Attached  
• Water – Attached  
• Wastewater Board 
• Ambulance Commission 
• Recreation 
• Noxious Weeds – Attached 
• Joint Airport Zoning Board 

 
Public Input 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Business 
• Current Infrastructure Projects

o McKinley Park Trail Loop
o Thompson Farm Road

▪ LRIP Amendment #1
o Stuntz Bay Access Rd
o McKinley Park: ADA Project
o 2026 Recreation Project

• Flood/FEMA process
• Broadband Project
• Joint Comprehensive Plan
• Blight
• Project Labor Agreement
• Fire Truck Sale

New Business 
• Pay Bills as presented
• Indian Point Road Association Request
• Road & Bridge: Sale of 2013 F-350
• Fire Department:

o Applicants:
▪ Tyler Vogh
▪ Tanner Banks

o Siren & Speaker Purchase
o PPE Purchase

• Resolution 2026-19: Certification of 2026 Breitung Tax Levy
• McKinley Park Campground Management

Next Board Meetings 
Regular Board Meeting: Tuesday, August 18, 2026 

Adjourn 



Breitung Township 
Regular Board Meeting 07-21-2026, 6:00 PM 

In Person Meeting at the Timothy Tomsich Community Center 
33 First Avenue, Soudan MN 55782 

Present In Person:  
Board Members:  Chairman Matthew Tuchel, Supervisor Erin Peitso, Clerk Amber Zak 
Public: Dianna Sunsdahl, Nathan Cvetan, John Jamnick (JPJ), Police Chief Daniel Reing, Stephanie Ukkola, 
Roger Skraba, Scarlet Stone (Timberjay), Laura Barton-Williams (arrived at 6:05 PM) 

Call to Order at 6:00 PM by Chairman Tuchel 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Acceptance of Agenda 
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to accept the agenda with modification of the date being 07-21-2026 instead 
of 07-18-2026 
2nd by Supervisor Peitso 
Motion Passed 3-0 

Approval of Minutes  
Motion by Supervisor Tekautz to approve the minutes of the 06-16-2026 Regular Board Meeting, as 
presented 
2nd by Supervisor Peitso 
Motion passed 3-0 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
Discussion on the Treasurers report: Supervisor Tekautz noted that he would be speaking with 
Campground Managers regarding unpaid seasonal sites; Chairman Tuchel noted that the December 
Apportionment is what is expected, not received 
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to accept the June 2026 Treasurers Report as presented 
2nd by Supervisor Tekautz 
Motion passed 3-0 

Correspondence 
• St. Louis County RE: Scott Lilya
• Lake Country Power: Operation Round Up

o Chairman Tuchel noted that $2500 had been granted by Lake Country Power toward the
purchase of the radio for the Fire Department’s Side x Side

• City of Tower: Airport Zoning Ordinance
o Supervisors Tekautz and Peitso confirmed they would be in attendance at the Ordinance

Hearing

Correspondence so noted. 



Reports 
• Police – Attached; Chief Reing again requested that drivers move over for law enforcement

vehicles when their lights are on, noting that he had recently nearly been ran over during a traffic
stop by another vehicle that did not move over.

• Fire& Rescue – Attached
• Road and Bridge – Attached, Chairman Tuchel noted that there had been 4 homes with water leaks

found in the last 2 weeks, which accounted for over 20K gallons of water being lost
• Water – Attached
• Wastewater Board – Chairman Tuchel announced that advertisements for bids for the RIBS

project had been sent out and that bid opening would happen on 07/30/2026
• Ambulance – Supervisor Peitso discussed possible scenarios for the future of the ambulance

service at length; she noted that the Ambulance Commission had recommended re-chasseing the
rig to the city, that the city had been pursuing a partnership with Ely Hospital which would lower
the costs to the ambulance in supplies, more transfers to Ely, training opportunities, etc.; a
partnership could potentially result in turning over billing to the hospital but the Ambulance
Commission would still be in charge of the ambulance service.  A partnership like this would be
beneficial for grant funding.  She further noted the next meeting would be on 10/05/2026 and the
commission was hoping to discuss the matter with the attorney.  On another note, Supervisor
Peitso noted that the commission was still considering a Special Taxation District but that every
time they came up with some answers, it opened up multiple more questions, it’s a very difficult
plan to put into action.  Representative Skraba was in attendance and offered his insight; he noted
that he had been trying to advocate for rural ambulance services, however they routinely face a lot
of pushback, mainly from income-based ambulance services.

• Recreation – Supervisor Peitso noted that the trees had been planted, had received an assurance
from Mesabi Bituminous that the paving of the bike trail would be completed by the end of the
year, and requested that the clerk pull the grant-funded numbers to be able to judge how much
more was left to spend.  On another note, she explained that there had been some mischief up at
the park concerning the township-provided balls; it was decided that trail cams could be of use in
this matter.  Chief Reing was directed to choose some trail cams that would also be beneficial to
his use and order them.  Further, Supervisor Tekautz noted that the trails group had not met and
that the next Joint Powers Rec Board meeting was set for October.

• Noxious Weeds – Attached, ALWI Stephanie Ukkola reviewed her report and noted that in mid-
August she would spend time making sure some of the problem spots had been taken care of.

Public Input 
Dianna Sunsdahl of Diannaz Dreamz: Introduced herself as a resident and small-business owner and was 
in attendance to note the economic impact that the recent wildland fires and smoke had on business.  At 
this time, she requested support from Breitung Township in her endeavor to reach out for emergency 
grants, temporary tax relief, low interest loans, or other mitigating tactics.  Chairman Tuchel noted that 
the Breitung Board fully supports local business and would be happy to provide a Letter of Support for 
her endeavors.  Representative Skraba discussed upcoming pop-up events for people affected by the 
wildfires.   
Motion by Supervisor Tekautz to provide a Letter of Support to Dianna Sunsdahl of Diannaz Dreamz 
2nd by Supervisor Peitso 
Motion passed 3-0 



Old Business: 
Current Infrastructure Projects 

• McKinley Loop Trail – Chairman Tuchel noted that 2 of 6 easements had been signed; John
Jamnick stated that everything had been submitted back to the FAA; Chairman Tuchel emphasized
that the money had to be encumbered by the end of year

• Thompson Farm Road Project – Chairman Tuchel noted that MBI was scheduled to start the
construction some time in August

• Stuntz Bay Access Road – Chairman Tuchel noted that an additional $5k was owed by Breitung
Township to Mesabi Bituminous; he questioned this and requested that John Jamnick look into the
matter

• McKinley Park: ADA Project – Attached: minutes of community meeting.  Supervisor Tekautz
noted that the project wasn’t just about making the park better for those with movement
disabilities, but also anyone that might be blind, deaf, or otherwise not very steady on their feet.
The next step would be to set up a meeting with the consultant, this being organized by Nancy
Larson.

Flood/FEMA process – No update 

Broadband Project – Chairman Tuchel noted that some of the customers of CTC were now accessing their 
new Broadband Internet!! 

Joint Comprehensive Plan – Supervisor Tekautz noted that there had been a remote meeting with 
Breitung, Tower, and ARDC.  An in-person meeting was set for Thursday, July 30 at 10 AM, which would 
include a tour of the municipalities.   
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to appoint Amber Zak (clerk), Steve Tekautz (Supervisor), and Stephanie 
Ukkola (public) to the JCP Committee 
2nd by Supervisor Peitso 
Motion passed 3-0 

Blight 
Chief Reing sent blight letters out and noted a marked improvement in many of the properties; he stated 
he had received one piece of correspondence in return regarding the physical ability to work on the 
property.  Discussion was had regarding what could be done to take care of blight; it was noted that the 
most basic option was to write a ticket and then assess to taxes once it went unpaid.  A curb-side pick up 
idea was discussed to help with future blight issues, the option would be discussed with Maint. Sup. 
Gorsma. 

Propane Bids 
The board reviewed five offers of service once again. Clerk Zak included correspondence with Edwards 
Oil notating that going above the cap of 8500 gallons per year would not result in an increase in cost per 
gallon and that they would honor an employee discount at a rate of $1.699.   
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to approve the 3-year contract with Edwards Oil as it was the lowest possible 
price per gallon 
2nd by Supervisor Tekautz 
Motion passed 3-0 



New Business: 
Pay Bills as Presented 
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to Pay Bills as Presented. 
2nd by Supervisor Peitso 
Motion Passed 3-0 

Animal Permit Request: Aaylah Myers 
A request from a resident was received for 3 Cayuga Ducks.  Clerk Zak detailed the ordinance as stating 
that any animals besides dogs, cats, chickens, and quail would require a special permit issued by the town 
board. 
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to issue a special permit for 3 Cayuga Ducks to Aaylah Myers with a 
revocation clause for a one-year period; if in such time, complaints were heard against the animals, the 
permit would be revoked. 
2nd by Supervisor Tekautz 
Motion passed 3-0 
Upon passing of the motion, Clerk Zak was directed to issue such permit 

Resolution 2026-18: Accepting Donations 
Motion by Supervisor Peitso to approve Resolution 2026-18 
2nd by Supervisor Tekautz 
Discussion: Clerk Zak took time to note the donations coming in specifically from Zup’s Food Markets as 
they were of significant help to the Breitung Community Picnic 
Motion passed 3-0 

Fire Department Purchase: Tracks & Radio 
Supervisors reviewed quotes for tracks and radio equipment for the Fire Department Side x Side, both of 
which were under the $25k threshold 
Motion by Supervisor Tekautz to approve the purchase of both the tracks and radio 
2nd by Supervisor Peitso 
Motion passed 3-0 

Wildland Fire Pay 
Chairman Tuchel took the time to update the board and the meeting attendees that Breitung Fire & 
Rescue had been providing services to the USFS/MN-DNR for the wildland fires in the Boundary Waters 
and surrounding communities.  He noted that a contract stipulated payment to Breitung Township for the 
services, which included hourly payment to the attending fire fighters.  Eight of the members had been 
doing the work in 12-hour, 2-man shifts for the last week.  The attending fire fighters would be 
compensated for their time at the rate designated in the contract. 

Project Labor Agreement 
Chairman Tuchel put forth an opportunity for the board to approve a Project Labor Agreement.  Such a 
document would come in to play if Breitung were to ever take on a project without the guidelines of a 
grant program.  A Project Labor Agreement generally kicks in at a certain dollar amount, decided upon by 
the board, and dictates that prevailing wage be paid.  Resident Cvetan questioned whether it was 
pertinent to put more restrictions on the township; Chairman Tuchel suggested it was a good way to 
make sure that incoming bids were fair.  If the township were to take up a PLA, a resolution would be 
needed. Board members directed Clerk Zak to draw up a resolution for the next meeting; Chairman 
Tuchel would also try to have a union representative available that could discuss the benefits of passing 
such a resolution. 



Next Board Meetings 
Regular Board Meeting: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 6:00 PM 

Adjourn 
Motion by Chairman Tuchel to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 PM 
2nd by Supervisor Tekautz 
Motion passed 3-0 

Respectfully Submitted 

Amber Zak 
Clerk, Breitung Township 



Township of Breitung
June 30, 2026Liabilities

Frandsen Bank and Trust
ReHab Loan $225,516.18

Total Liabilities
Assets
Bank Accounts

Frandsen - Now Checking #000086 $512,976.58
Frandsen - MMD #86 $3,290.61
McKinley Park - Camp Ground $54,863.73
4M Account $195,851.22
Frandsen High Yield Money Market $239,001.43
Frandsen MMD # 110183438 $23,423.74
Cert # 1300319690 $0.00

Total Cash $1,029,407.31
Outstanding Checks July 31, 2026 $45,878.89

Funds Operating Funds Other Accounts
100 General $23,752.99 $169,818.64
201 Road & Bridge $183,942.46 $0.00
225 Fire $48,023.46 $0.00
620 Park $81,352.49 $54,863.73
227 Recreation $36,690.36
226 Police $89,944.93 $0.00
230 Projects $16,076.03
231 Town Hall Payment Reserve $40,000.00
250 Equipment Reserve $2,500.00 $125,279.01
251 Police Equipment Reserve -$15,101.81 $0.00
252 Firemen's Pension Reseve $28,592.00
253 Buildings and Grounds $52,500.00
254 Sick Days Reserve $24,192.86
255 Projects Reserve $0.00
257 Gravel Reserve $11,390.49
258 Police Vacation Reserve $9,794.00

Total Funds $467,180.91 $516,430.73

Total Funds $983,611.64

Disbursements $113,341.89
Checks
60346 - 60421 $113,341.89
Voided Check 60358
Receipts  $351,647.00
Transfers $500.00
Investments - moved $146,568.93 $352,147.00
Interest * included in the receipts. $1,138.48



Treasurer report for August 2026 

Moved funds from the Frandsen Savings account’s to the High Yield Money Market account. 

Fund Amount Moved from Moved too 
100 General 65000 Savings  High Yield MM 
231 Town Hall 
Reserve 

20000 Reserve Account High Yield MM 

250 Equipment 
Reserve 

2476.93 Reserve Account High Yield MM 

252 Fire Pension 
Reserve 

5092.00 Reserve Account High Yield MM 

253 Buildings and 
Grounds Reserve 

6000 Reserve Account High Yield MM 

Total Moved 98568.93 

Transferred $3000 fund 251 Police Equipment back to checking.   Police Equipment is 
underfunded on the Police Car by $15,101.81.   

Costs for the Breitung Community Picnic 

Food and Supplies –  $1136.07 

Salaries $1409.51 

 Total  $2545.58 

Costs for the Old Se lers 

Salaries $1927.09 

Dona on to Event $200.00 

 Total  $2227.09 

Thanks Teresa Dolinar 







An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 Public Works Department • Richard H. Hansen Transportation & Public Works Complex 
 4787 Midway Road, Duluth, MN 55811 • Phone: (218) 625-3830 

      James T. Foldesi, P.E. 
Deputy County Administrator – 

Public Works & Transportation/Highway Engineer 

MEMORANDUM
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

July 30, 2026 

Township Supervisor Chairs and City Clerks 

James T. Foldesi, P.E. 
 Deputy County Administrator – 
 Public Works & Transportation/Highway Engineer 

2027 St. Louis County Aggregate Crushing Program 

Aggregate Crushing 
Agencies Invited to Participate: Townships and Cities 

The St. Louis County Public Works Department is announcing the continuation of its aggregate 
crushing program where townships and cities within St. Louis County are invited to participate. 
Townships and cities that would like to participate in the aggregate crushing contracts must submit 
the attached “Aggregate Crushing Request Form” to St. Louis County by Wednesday, October 14, 
2026. Questions about the aggregate crushing program can be directed to Matthew Beyer at 218-
625-3859 or beyerm@stlouiscountymn.gov.

Townships and cities requesting to participate must submit a summary of aggregate material 
quantities in tons by gravel pit location. A map is enclosed showing gravel pits that will be utilized for 
the 2027 aggregate crushing contracts. The contractor will create a separate aggregate material 
stockpile for each participating township or city in the respective gravel pits. Participating 
townships and cities will be asked to use up their stockpile(s) by October 31, 2029. St. Louis 
County reserves the right to limit townships’ and cities’ quantities based upon available raw 
materials and gravel pit storage space. Townships and cities shall be limited to 5,000 tons of 
aggregate material per contract year.  

All participating townships and cities must pay to St. Louis County an administrative fee of $300.00 
for project administration. St. Louis County will perform material testing at a rate of at least one test 
per 1,500 tons of aggregate material produced to assure compliance with material specifications. 
The cost of material testing is $250.00 per test. The estimated unit price is $3.80 per ton.  

St. Louis County will make all payments to the contractor for township or city quantities. Townships 
and cities will reimburse the County for their portion of the project including the administrative fee 
and material testing. Townships and cities requesting greater than $5,000.00 in aggregate crushing 
may be asked to pay to St. Louis County, within thirty (30) days after the award of contract, an 
amount equal to ninety five percent (95%) of the cost of their portion of the contract. Townships and 
cities requesting less than $5,000.00 in aggregate crushing shall pay to St. Louis County their total 

•



An Equal Opportunity Employer 

project cost after completion of the project. St. Louis County will submit invoices to each participating 
township or city for their share of the project, including the administrative fee and material testing. 

Formal Request Procedure 

To request to participate in this program, submit the respective request form of the program(s) you 
would like your agency to participate in to the contact information provided at the bottom of the 
form(s). 

A resolution must be attached from the requesting town board or city council that approves 
entering into a cooperative agreement with St. Louis County. Requests that do not include 
this resolution may not be accepted into these programs.  

The deadline for submitting your agency’s request form is Wednesday, October 14, 2026. If we do 
not receive your request by this deadline, St. Louis County cannot guarantee acceptance into any of 
the aforementioned contracts. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Enclosures 

Cc: 
B. Boder
M. Beyer
Maintenance Superintendents





BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT
SERVING BREITUNG TOWNSHIP, THE TOWN OF SOUDAN, AND THE CITY OF TOWER 

PHONE: (218) 753-6660 41 1ST AVE ● P.O. BOX 6 DANIEL REING 

FAX: (218) 753-2407  SOUDAN MN 55782  CHIEF OF POLICE 

July 2026 Monthly Police Report 

Calls for Service (ICRs) 184 

Citations 9 

1 adult male citation for Disorderly Conduct and Underage Consumption 

1 adult male citation for Fleeing a Police Officer on foot 

1 adult male citation for Failure to Move Over 

1 adult female citation for speed (51/30) 

1 adult male citation for speed (77/60) 

1 adult male citation for speed (71/50) 

1 adult male citation for speed (69/50) 

1 adult female citation for speed (93/60) 

1 adult male citation for speed (69/50) 



BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT
SERVING BREITUNG TOWNSHIP, THE TOWN OF SOUDAN, AND THE CITY OF TOWER 

PHONE: (218) 753-6660 41 1ST AVE ● P.O. BOX 6 DANIEL REING 

FAX: (218) 753-2407  SOUDAN MN 55782  CHIEF OF POLICE 

As expected, July was a busy month. The weekend of the 4th was busy with many 

calls.  

A thank you to Babbitt Police Officer Todd Heikkila and Conservation Officer 

Aaron Larson for your help during the parade. Thank you to Officer Stauty, Officer 

Shenett, Officer Vukad, and Officer Roy for your help as well. The day ran very 

smoothly. I am blessed with a great staff to work with.  

We also attended the Breitung Township picnic and the Old Settlers picnic as well. 

Our new squad is almost ready for active duty. We have the graphics to add and the 

computer needs to be programmed.  

I want to remind our drivers out there to please move over. When you see flashing 

emergency lights and hear sirens, please pull over and give our emergency vehicles 

room. I was almost struck and killed on the 1st of July by a motorist who did not 

slow down nor move over. The driver was issued a citation. Always mind your 

surroundings.  

Enjoy the rest of summer, it is going by way too fast. 

Daniel Reing 



Breitung Fire & Rescue 

Box 337 

33 1st Ave. 

Soudan, Mn. 55782 

July 2026 Fire Dept Report 

Our regular monthly fire department training consisted of SCBA (Self 

Contained Breathing Apparatus) training, qualification, and inspection. 

For the month of July, we responded to the following calls:  Structure fire, I-

phone crash detection which was false, submerged boat on Lake Vermilion, 

I-phone crash detection which was also false, one vehicle accident, false fire

alarm, and a gas leak.

We participated in the Fourth of July parade, and the Annual Fourth of July 

Breitung Picnic.   Our Fireman’s Relief Association had a successful beer 

tent on the Fourth of July.   



 Road and Bridge report August 2026 

Usual mowing and trimming  

Bituminous patching around town 

Brushing and tree removal  

Removal of down trees after storms 

Preparing field and hosting final ballgames  

Set-up election  

Working with contractors on sewer lateral and curb stop replacements 

Midway Builders completed replacement of steel on garage roof 

JR wastewater cleaning and televising sewer mains 

Oil changes and maintenance on equipment  

Spraying and or cutting noxious weeds 

Continue televising sewer laterals 

REC GRANT 2026 
Remove and replace shingles on concession stand, visitor dugout, and crows nest 
Remove and replace siding and trim on home dugout 





Noxious Weed Report 
Breitung Township 

August 2026  

Initial inspection occurred between June 15, 2026 - July 1, 2026  
Secondary inspection took place on Monday, August 10, 2026, report created same day. 
Prepared by Stephanie Ukkola 

Echo Point Road 
Echo Point road showed vast improvement between June and August inspections. Township 
maintenance brushed out roadsides. Previously, Common Tansy in the area was described to 
be “in patches, too numerous to count.” Today, there was no Spotted Knapweed found and only 
a couple Common Tansy plants.  

1 
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Thompson Farm Road Gravel Pit 
The gravel pit was unchanged since it’s June inspection. Common Tansy lines the top rim. 

Photo below: Yellow Common Tansy flowers can be spotted on the upper brim of the pit. 

Thompson Farm Road  
Thompson Farm Road has seen some improvement. Mowing and brushing has occurred on the 
sides of the road where Common Tansy was once present. Some sides of the road are more 
challenging to address because of steep hills.  
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Photo below shows an area on Thompson Farm Road with Common Tansy that is not flowering 
thanks to township mowing efforts. 

Photo below shows an area on Thompson Farm Road with flowering Common Tansy that has 
proven challenging to address.  
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South Soudan area 
Within the South Soudan neighborhood, Common Tansy was previously reported to be in small 
patches along the roadside. During today’s inspection I found none.  

Junction Road  
During the last inspection a large patch of Wild Parsnip was reported on Junction Road. Today, I 
found that the Wild Parsnip was nearly eradicated, with only a couple energetic plants 
re-sprouted after being cut or out of reach of the brushing machine.  

Photo left: Is a before 
picture of the Wild 
Parsnip on Junction 
Road.  

Photo below: Is the 
after picture of the 
same area on 
Junction Road.  
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North 2nd St., Tower 
During the last inspection a large patch of Wild Parsnip was found. This area has been well 
brushed and Wild Parsnip presence reduced by over 90-percent.  

Photo left: shows a patch 
of Wild Parsnip found on 
North 2nd St., Tower last 
June.  

Photo below: shows the 
same area without Wild 
Parsnip.  
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Photo above: Township maintenance crews have been using a combination of mowing, 
brushing and herbicide to fight off noxious weeds. This photo was taken on North Second St., 
Tower.  

Mesabi Bike Trail between Soudan’s Only Store and Hwy 169 
Common Tansy and Spotted Knapweed were very prevalent along this corridor of the Mesabi 
Trail in June. Today, I found that vast areas of Common Tansy had been mowed or sprayed with 
herbicide. The effort to control the weeds by the township was very apparent and impressive. 
Spotted Knapweed still persists on steep hillsides. Some Common Tansy still persists.  
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Photo above: Behind a sign, evidence of herbicide application to Common Tansy. 
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Photo above- A part of the Mesabi Train between the Soudan Store and Welcome to Soudan 
Sign that was once previously almost entirely inhabited by Common Tansy. Today all of it was 
treated or mowed.  
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Photo above: This entire field on the Mesabi Trail near the Welcome to Soudan Sign was filled 
with Common Tansy in June. In August I found that the entire field has been mowed to control 
Common Tansy.  
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Photo above: Common Tansy and Spotted Knapweed evaded detection by township crews near 
the Welcome to Soudan sign, where the trail crosses Hwy. 169.  
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Photo above: on this hillside near the Welcome to Soudan sign Spotted Knapweed dominates. 

McKinley Park Acres Road  
This road was reported to have an overwhelming amount of Common Tansy this past June, 
primarily near the road entrance. Today I found it difficult to find Common Tansy. The plants 
have been prevented from flowering via mowing. Common Tansy still persists along the 
roadside railings which cannot be mowed.  
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Photo above: near the entrance to McKinley Park Acres Road you can see that the Common 
Tansy has been mowed and prevented from flowering.  

Photo below:  
Common Tansy peeks out from the road railings on McKinley Park Acres Road. 
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County Road 4596 
McKinley Park Road (County Road 4596) did not have any significant noxious weed 
infestations.  

County Road 697 
HooDoo Point Road (County Road 697) did not have any significant noxious weed infestations. 

Puncher Point Road 
Puncher Point Road was clean except for a patch of Common Tansy on the northeast entrance 
to the road. The Common Tansy was located near the name plaque and stop sign. This did not 
change between June and August inspections. 
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Photo above: Common Tansy is only present on Puncher Point Road at the north entrance near 
the mailboxes.  

McKinley Park Campground 
McKinley Park Campground was clean except for a small patch of Common Tansy on the 
woodline near the west entrance to the campground. This did not change between June and 
August inspections. 

Photo below: One small roadside patch of Common Tansy persists in the brushline at McKinley 
Park Campground.  
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Mesabi Bike Trail from Soudan Post Office to Soudan’s Only Store 
Mesabi Bike Trail from Soudan Post Office to Soudan’s Only Store did not have any significant 
noxious weed infestations.  

Baseball Field/Monument area 
The road leading into the parking lot of the baseball field has Common Tansy interspersed with 
wild raspberries. The walking trail heading up the playground also had Common Tansy and 
Spotted Knapweed. Since June the road and trailsides have been cut deeper and there is less 
Common Tansy. When walking on the trail from the ballfield to the playground, if you look to the 
right (north) the hillside is covered in Spotted Knapweed and there is some Common Tansy. It is 
evident that the Common Tansy has been sprayed with herbicide.  

Photo below: The road going into the baseball field parking lot was lined with Common Tansy in 
June. Today there was no evidence of Common Tansy thanks to a deeper mowing.  
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Photo above: Further in on the same road to the baseball field parking lot, some Common Tansy 
still persists.  

Photo above: This steep hillside on a trail between the baseball field and playground is riddled 
with Spotted Knapweed.  

Photo below: The same trail hillside also has some Common Tansy. 
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Vermilion Housing Apartments and Mesabi Bike Trail behind the apartments 
The township mowed out a large area of Common Tansy and Wild Parsnip in the backyard of 
the apartment building and further along the trail. Wild Parsnip is still present at the beginning 
on the trail near the trail/church parking lot.  

Photo below: Behind the Vermilion Housing Apartments, where the brown patches are was a 
giant patch of Common Tansy and Wild Parsnip that has been removed by the Breitung 
Township maintenance crew.  
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Photo above: In the front yard of the Vermilion Housing Apartments, Common Tansy has been 
sprayed.  
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Photo above: Vermilion Housing still has Common Tansy hiding in the bushes near the 
driveway.  
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Photo above: A patch of Wild Parsnip persists next to the St. Paul Lutheran Church/Mesabi Trail 
parking lot.  

Spring Street 
Spring Street was reported to have Common Tansy and Wild Parsnip the township has mowed 
out the area much deeper and now only a few plants remain.  

Photo below: Spring Street looks great after township mowed deeper into the brush to remove 
Wild Parsnip.  
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Soudan Canister Site 
The Soudan dump has a lot of Common Tansy and Spotted Knapweed on the property. 
Previously it was reported that Japanese Knotweed was present in the yardwaste pile. At this 
inspection the Japanese Knotweed looked untreated and has expanded its reach.  
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Photo above: Japanese Knotweed, thriving and in bloom, at the Soudan Canister Site.  
Photo below: Japanese Knotweed has crept forward. In June, I could only see large plants 
behind the brush piles. Now I could see plants in the brush pile and before the brush pile on the 
flat ground.  
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Private Properties 

Parcel ID Number: 270-0110-01180 and Parcel ID Number: 270-0110-01170 
A letter was sent early July to this property owner. We haven’t received any contact from the 
property owner and it appears that no changes have been made to the property. Township 
maintenance has mowed the right-of-way.  
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Photo above: Spotted Knapweed and Wild Parsnip on Parcel ID Number: 270-0110-01180 or 
Parcel ID Number: 270-0110-01170. 

Photo below: Wild Parsnip dominates the lots Parcel ID Number: 270-0110-01180 and Parcel ID 
Number: 270-0110-01170. 
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Parcel ID Number 270-0110-02070  
This property owner received a noxious weed letter and a blight letter in early July. No evidence 
of Spotted Knapweed was found on the property this August.  

St. Louis County, Soudan Canister Site 
Ada Tse and Will Bomier were contacted in July via email and are aware of the problem. I will 
give them more time to address the problem. (photos earlier in the report) 

Parcel ID Number: 270-0110-02510 
This property owner promptly mowed and weed whacked and the property looks great! 
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Parcel ID 
Number: 
270- 0110-
02510

Left  is before 

Below is after 
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Mesabi Trail, portion between crossing on McKinley Park Road and Highway 169 crossing 
Mesabi Trail immediately did some herbicide spraying, however, township maintenance did a 
much more thorough job. No action required.   

Report Summary 
Tom Gorma and township maintenance workers did a FANTASTIC job this summer tending to 
noxious weeds throughout the township.  

This was our first summer taking noxious weeds enforcement seriously, after years of noxious 
weeds building around town we were able to cut them back severely in just one month through 
our team effort. Controlling and eradicating noxious weeds takes years of consistent effort but 
after a few years our hard work will pay off and there will be less and less noxious weeds to 
contend with.  

Each Wild Parsnip plant produces 1,000 seeds. By removing over 100 Wild Parsnip plants 
we’ve prevented over 100,000 potential new plants from growing! The seeds from years past 
are still in the soil and are viable for about four years but as long as we stay consistent in 
removing plants we will be able to eradicate them in just four years.  

Two private property owners will receive thank you notes for their efforts to control weeds on 
their properties. One private property will need some sort of follow up, as directed by the town 
board.  

I did find other private properties that will need control in the future but will wait to address them 
in early summer next year, which is the ideal time to send a first-notice.  

Thank you to the Breitung Town Board and Breitung Maintenance Department for supporting 
this effort to make our township more beautiful and safe and for protecting Minnesota’s native 
plants.  
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MnDOT Contract #: 1062324 
SAP No.: 069-592-001 

Grant Agreement Amendment Template | Contract Management | #19927816 | February 2023 

AMENDMENT # 1  TO MnDOT MnDOT LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (LRIP) 
GRANT AGREEMENT No. 069-592-001 

Agreement Start Date:  03/25/2026 Original Agreement Amount: $ 481,085.32 
Orig. Agreement Exp. Date: 12/31/2030 Prev. Amendment(s) Total: NA 
Amended Exp. Date 12/31/2030 Current Amendment Amount: $   26,820.11 

Current Agreement Total $ 507,905.43 

Project Identification : 

Local Road Improvement Program: Construction of a new re-aligned 
Thompson Farm Road between Trunk Highway 169 and existing Thompson 
Farm Road in Breitung Township, St. Louis County 

State Project (SP): SAP 069-592-001 Trunk Highway #: NA 
Federal Project # NA 

This amendment is by and between the State of Minnesota, through its Commissioner of Transportation 
(“State”) and Breitung Township (“Grantee”). 

Recitals 

1. The State has an Agreement with the Grantee identified as MnDOT Contract No. 1062324 (“Original
Agreement”) for SAP 069-592-001.

2. The grant amount awarded for SAP 069-592-001 from 2023 LRIP Funds (SAAS Acct 378) has been
increased.

3. MnDOT and the Grantee are willing to amend the Original Agreement as stated below.

Agreement Amendment 

In this Amendment deleted agreement terms will be struck out and the added agreement terms will be underlined. 

REVISION 1. AGREEMENT TERMS. Article 1.4 “Exhibits” is amended as follows: 

Exhibit A Exhibit A-1: Sources and Uses of Funds Schedule; Exhibit B: Grant Application; Exhibit C: 
Grantee Resolution Approving Grant Agreement are attached and incorporated into this agreement. 

REVISION 2.  Article 4. Consideration and Payment is amended as follows: 



MnDOT Contract #: 1062324 
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4.1.2. Sources and Uses of Funds.  Grantee represents to State that the Sources and Uses of Funds 
Schedule attached as Exhibit A  Exhibit A-1 accurately shows the total cost of the project and all of the 
funds that are available for the completion of the project. Grantee agrees that it will pay for any costs 
that are ineligible for reimbursement and for any amount by which the costs exceed State’s total 
obligation in section 4.1.3. Grantee will return to State any amount appropriated but not required. 

4.1.3. Total obligation.  The total obligation of the State for all compensation and reimbursements to 
Grantee under this agreement will not exceed $481,085.32  $507,905.43. 

REVISION 3.  Article 18. Additional Provisions is amended as follows: 

18.3. Telecommunications Certification.  If federal funds are included in Exhibit A Exhibit A-1, by 
signing this agreement Grantee certifies that, consistent with Section 889 of the John S. McCain National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, Pub. L. 115-232 (Aug. 13, 2018), Grantee does not and 
will not use any equipment, system, or service that uses “covered telecommunications equipment or 
services” (as that term is defined in Section 889 of the Act) as a substantial or essential component of any 
system or as critical technology as part of any system.  Grantee will include this certification as a flow 
down clause in any contract related to this agreement. 

18.4. Title VI/Non-discrimination Assurances.  Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable US DOT 
Standard Title VI/Non-Discrimination Assurances contained in DOT Order No. 1050.2A, and in particular 
Appendices A and E, which can be found at: 
https://edocspublic.dot.state.mn.us/edocs_public/DMResultSet/download?docId=11149035. If federal 
funds are included in Exhibit A Exhibit A-1, Grantee will ensure the appendices and solicitation language 
within the assurances are inserted into contracts as required.  State may conduct a review of the Grantee’s 
compliance with this provision. The Grantee must cooperate with State throughout the review process by 
supplying all requested information and documentation to State, making Grantee staff and officials 
available for meetings as requested, and correcting any areas of non-compliance as determined by State. 

The terms of the Original Agreement are expressly reaffirmed and are incorporated by reference.  Except as 
amended herein, the terms and conditions of the Original Agreement and all previous amendments remain in 
full force and effect. 

[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE HAS INTENTIONALLY BEEN LEFT BLANK.] 

https://edocspublic.dot.state.mn.us/edocs_public/DMResultSet/download?docId=11149035
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       GRANTEE (Breitung Township) 
The Grantee certifies that the appropriate person(s) have 

executed the agreement on behalf of the Grantee as 
required by applicable articles, by laws, resolutions, 
or ordinances. 

       DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Approval and Certifying Encumbrance as required by 

Minnesota Statutes § 16A.15 and 16C.05 

By:  By: ____________________________________ 

Title:   Chairman Title: State Aid Programs Manager 
  (with delegated authority) 

Date: Date____________________________________ 

By:  

Title:  Clerk 
MnDOT CONTRACT MANAGEMENT 

Date: ________________________________ By: ______________________________ 

Date:____________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT A-1 

SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS SCHEDULE 

SAP No. 069-592-001 

SOURCES OF FUNDS USES OF FUNDS 

Entity Supplying Funds Amount Expenses Amount 

State Funds: Items Paid for with LRIP 
Grant Funds: 

2023 LRIP Funds Grant 
SAAS Acct 378 

$481,085.32 
Roadway, curb and gutter, 
storm sewer 

$507,905.43 
Amendment # 1 
2023 LRIP Funds Grant 
SAAS Acct 378 

$26,820.11 

Other: 

Subtotal $507,905.43 Subtotal $507,905.43 

Public Entity Funds: Items paid for with Non- 
Matching Funds LRIP Grant Funds: 
Local Match $19,636.94 Roadway, curb and gutter, 

storm sewer 
$19,636.94 

Other: 

Subtotal $19,636.94 Subtotal $19,636.94 

TOTAL FUNDS $527,542.37 = TOTAL PROJECT COSTS $527,542.37 









RESOLUTION 2026-19 
BREITUNG TOWNSHIP of St. Louis County, MN 

A Resolution to Certify Final 2026 Breitung Township Property Tax Levy to 
Saint Louis County 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS 
TOWNSHIP OF BREITUNG 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota statute requires that the Breitung Township Board certify a property 
tax levy to the Saint Louis County Auditor’s Office Tax Division; and 

WHEREAS, the Breitung Township Board hereby adopts the following property tax levy for Breitung 
Township for payable year 2027 is as follows; and  

General Fund  $150,057.00 19.41% 
Road and Bridge $372,967.00 48.25% 
Fire  $77,955.00 10.09% 
Recreation $38,056.00 4.92% 
Police  $133,965.00 17.33% 

Total $773,000.00 100% 

WHEREAS, the property tax levy tax base for the Township of Breitung for payable year 2027 is as 
follows; and 

Tax Capacity Based Levy $773,000.00 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HERBY RESOLVED that the authorizing authority of the Township of Breitung 
does adopt this resolution. 

Upon vote taken, the following voted by Chairman Tuchel, Supervisor Peitso, Supervisor Tekautz: 
For:  
Against:  

Whereupon said Resolution NO. 2026-19 was declared duly passed and adopted this 18th day of August, 
2026. 

_______________________________ ______________________________ 

Matthew Tuchel, Chairman Amber Zak, Clerk 
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